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Ni de aqui, ni de alla
Cristdbal Renddn Acosta

I’'m not from here

or there, | say

when my political sociology professor points out,
almost accusingly, a trend

among my generation

against identifying as American.

| raise my hand and politely say it’s not my fault.
| am ni de aqui,

ni de alla

and I've never felt American anyway

even though I've lived here

almost

my entire life.

| say, to my professor, who is already moving on to another subject, that | still panic when | do the
pledge of allegiance.

“Where are you from, then?” he asks, still not looking at me.

“Here” | say pointing at my chest
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And at the sky
And at my feet.

But my gestures are lost even on me.
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